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We read with interest the report by Le Jeune and colleagues
on measuring the success of transbronchial needle aspi-
ration in everyday clinical practice.1 They demonstrated
a very favorable true diagnostic rate in an unselected
group of patients. In their article, the authors described
that 142 procedures included trans-bronchial needle aspira-
tion (TBNA).1 We would like to know the total number
of patients who received the bronchoscopic procedures.
We believe it is important to show how much improved
the diagnostic yield when TBNA added to the other
bronchoscopic procedures. We also have interest in bron-
chscopical procedures,2,3 and TNBA has been used in
daily practice for several years. We are of the opinion that
TNBA is not always safe method in obtaining diagnostic
materials from central as well as peripheral lesions.4,5
However, the authors reported that there were no signifi-
cant complications.1 We would like to know how the authors
select the patients with these lesions in order to avoid the
significant complications such as hemorrhage and pneu-
mothorax.
The termed ‘‘success-predictive’’ is a unique evaluation.
We appreciate to know how long did the authors follow up
their patients. From the standpoint of study setting, weont matter & 2006 Published by Elsevier Ltd.
2006.10.020would like to know when we can conclude that the lesion is
correctly diagnosed without any pathological diagnosis.
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